








































  

      

            
  

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

The Landmark Society is currently open on Friday mornings, 9AM to 4PM. Special 
arrangements can be made for individual appointments.  Contact us via email at 
info@bradfordlandmark.org or by calling 814-362-3906.  Please visit our website 
at www.bradfordlandmark.org to learn more about coming events, the Society, the 
Herbig Bakery, The Crook farm, and interesting articles on local history. 
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A Newsletter for Friends and Supporters of the Bradford Landmark 
 

The Inkwell 
Oh, the Times They Have Changed.  I Saw a Post on Facebook That 

Gave Me an idea – How Many Do You Remember? 

• Black and white television (my mother won a color television in 1962, 
but the only shows in color were Hazel and Bonanza). 

• Dial phones (Bell Telephone gave fake phones to our school, so that we 
could practice dialing, and how to politely answer the phone).  And 
paper phone books, of course! 

• Drive in Movie Theaters (remember the one near Limestone?) 
• A phone hanging on the wall in the kitchen. 
• A foot push button on the floor of the driver’s side of the car, to change 

high and low beams. 
• Television stations signing off at 1PM after playing the national 

anthem, then putting up a test pattern.   Test patterns themselves, are a 
sign of the times! 

• Door to door salesmen.  I remember the Fuller Brush man coming to 
my grandmother’s house on Edward Street. 

• Riding in the back of a pickup truck. 
• No seat belts in cars. 
• Cigarette machines in the grocery stores. 
• Girls required to wear skirts or dresses in school 
• Ash trays in cars. 
• Glass shampoo bottles 
• One of our cars had a velvet rope across the back seat; called a robe 

cord, it was originally designed to hold a warm lap blanket, and later 
used by people as a way to pull themselves out of the back seat. 

• Our teacher would ring a big hand bell to call us in from recess. 
• Phone booths (I remember the one in the back of Levy’s newsstand on 

Main Street).  Or pay phones, for that matter. 
• Praying in school, before saying the Pledge of Allegiance. 
• Christmas Clubs at banks 
• Santa Claus at the Emery Hardware Store 

 

 

 

 

 



Meet Kellie Hopkins, the Bradford Landmark Society’s new Crook Farm                 
Special Event & Marketing Coordinator! 

Kellie Hopkins was recently hired by the Bradford Landmark 
Society as a Special Event & Marketing Coordinator to promote 
the Crook Farm and plan engaging events that will attract and 
inspire visitors. Several people applied, but the Board decided that 
Kellie Hopkins fit all the requirements and they were unanimous 
in choosing her as our new coordinator. 

But let’s hear from Kellie herself: 

“I’m thrilled to be joining Crook Farm as the Event Coordinator. 
In my new role at Crook Farm, I’m excited to bring fresh ideas, fun 
new activities, and greater awareness to all that Crook Farm has 
to offer. My goal is to help connect our community through 
engaging and meaningful events and experiences at Crook Farm.  

Originally from Smethport, I now live in Bradford with my husband 
and our three children. I earned my bachelor’s degree in Business Communications and enjoy volunteering with 
the McKean County Historical Society, where I can explore and share our community’s rich history. 

You can also find me at LUV Toyota, where I take vehicle photos. Outside of work, my husband and I stay busy 
keeping up with our kids’ sports and activities.” 

     

October 18th Apple Harvest Festival 
a Wonderful Success! 

 
 It was a perfect fall day, with the rain holding off for people to enjoy the festivities. This was only the second 
time we’ve hosted this event, and it was a success, with over 450 visitors coming out to the Crook Farm. 

Thirty-one vendors offered everything from food trucks and handmade crafts to jams, 3D-printed items, and more. 
Children especially enjoyed watching Pete Gardner’s apple cider pressing, which quickly became a fan favorite. 
Adults gathered at the Blacksmith Shop, where Bruce Osgood demonstrated traditional blacksmithing techniques. 

All historic buildings on the grounds were open to explore, including the Farmhouse, Weaver’s Shed, Carpenter 
Shop, the Bank, and even the Schoolhouse - where visitors could try their hand at calligraphy using traditional 
ink pens. Live demonstrations also took place in the Candle Shop and the Country Kitchen in the farmhouse. 

Music from the Crook Farm Old Time Band filled the air, and many attendees joined in learning some square 
dancing. Rick Freeman’s goats also made an appearance, delighting kids and families alike. 

Overall, it was a lively and successful day full of community, crafts, music, and fall traditions- we can’t wait for 
next year’s festival and plan to have even more apple-themed activities including an apple pie contest, apple-
peeling race, and old-time children’s games like an apple toss, a more streamlined festival layout, and additional 
volunteers to help the day run smoothly. 



 

A Chronology of the Buildings and Businesses, 2025 

For over twenty years, the Bradford Landmark Society has kept track of those businesses that opened over the 
past year, those that changed their location, and those that sadly closed their doors forever.  Some have been in 
Bradford for years; some were only in business a few months.  No matter what the reason, they are all part of 
Bradford’s history. If we may have missed a few here and there in 2025, or got the date wrong, we apologize. 

February 28, 2025 – The Corner Bar on the corner of Mechanic Street and East Washington Street reopens after 
            being closed for two years. 

March 17, 2025 – High Point Credit Union at 1035 East Main Street, opens in its newly constructed building. 

April 13, 2025 - First Baptist Church of Bradford at 71 Congress St. swapped buildings with Open Arms  
     Community Church at 1289 E. Main St. Both churches held their first services after the trade  
     on Palm Sunday, April 13. 

May 10, 2925 - Cummins Country Charm opens a second store at 40 Foster Brook Blvd, 

May 10, 2025 - The new Marilla trails landing, across from Marilla reservoir, reopened after being rebuilt. 

June 13, 2025 -   Viola's Pub at 12 Brennan St., a popular restaurant for many years, reopens under new   
      management, 

June 18, 2025 -    Kinzua Canine, 30 Airport Road, Unit 3, in Lewis Run, held its official grand opening. 
 
Summer, 2025 -   Close's Lumber Co. opens its third location, in the former Bisett Building Ctr., 148 Davis St. 

October 18, 2025 – Cummins Country Charm, 22 Main Street, closes. 
 
October 24, 2025 – Beall’s, family clothing, home décor and shoes opens at 1001 East Main Street. 
 
November 14, 2025 – Groundworks Coffee shop opens in the old Congress Street diner. 
 
November 25, 2025.  One Stop Smoke shop, 23 Main Street, opens. 
 

 
Happy Birthday to Bradford High School                                   

that celebrated its 100th anniversary in 2025! 
 
Built in 1925, the school held an open house for the public on May 23, giving 
presentations, a room full of school memorabilia and history and tours of the 
school.  Surprisingly, it hasn’t changed that much since I graduated from there.   
(I couldn’t resist getting my photo take with the Owl mascot). 
 

The Landmark loaned several school items for their small museum, which is 
located inside the high school.  It was very well done, and quite educational! 

 
    



A Window Display of ‘Old Bradford’ at the Courthouse 

Have you visited the McKean County Courthouse lately? Maybe you were called for jury duty, looking up a deed 
in the Recorder of Deeds office, or getting a marriage license in the Register of Wills? Whatever the reason, the 
next time you are there, take a couple of minutes to stop by the Bradford Landmark Society’s display in one of 
the cases in the upper hallway. 

Some months ago, Bart Barton, president of 
the McKean County Historical Society, 
invited the Landmark to take over one of the 
eight display cases and fill it with Bradford 
history. His vision is for each town in the 
county to “adopt” a case and showcase the 
stories of its own community or region. I 
thought it was a wonderful idea, and we filled 
our case with highlights from Bradford’s early 
days. To my surprise, it was a lot of fun—and 
it’s a great way for anyone passing through the 
hallway to catch a glimpse of the county’s 
diverse local histories. 

Our case is the first one on the left at the top of 
the stairs, as you head toward the rear of the 
Courthouse. Stop by and take a look! I’ll be 
changing it after the New Year, so check it out 
while this display is still up. 

 

Reservoir No. 1 is No More 

You may not have ever noticed it, or didn’t know what it was, but if you drive out West Washington Street, say, 
towards Marilla Reservoir (which is Reservoir No. 3 by the way) or out to Willow Bay, you would have driven 
right past it.  Recently, though, it has been drained, cleared, the land bulldozed, and is completely gone including 
the little red brick building that sat beside it.  It was no longer feasible to maintain it. 

Built in 1884 as the city’s first municipal reservoir, it cost $65,000 to build, and had a capacity of approximately 
3 million gallons.  Sounds like a lot, but the supply proved insufficient for the growing community. Reservoir 
No. 2 (Gilbert Run) was constructed in 1887 and Reservoir No. 3 (Marilla) was completed in 1902 and this 
Reservoir No. 1 was abandoned in 1904.  Today, these two reservoirs, and Heffner Reservoir No. 5, completed 
in 1956, hold over a billion gallons of water. 

For a time in the later 1920s city officials looking for site for a community swimming pool considered Reservoir 
No. 1. Supporters of this location claimed that while it was a little too large, it could be redesigned, but opponents 
argued that it would take years to install swimming pool equipment, develop Boy and Girl Scout camps, tennis 
courts, ball fields, and a golf course from what was practically woodland and even if it were developed, it would 
still be five miles from Main Street.  Recreation Park, later renamed Callahan Park, proved a better choice. 



We’re asking for your support in the way that works best for you—through a 
membership, a donation, or simply a heartfelt gift. Every bit truly helps. 

 
Both the Bakery and the Crook Farm, historic sites, are important to the economy and tourism of the area.   
 
The Herbig Bakery at 45 E. Corydon Street acts as a central location for collecting and preserving the local 
history of the area.  With nearly 17,000 photographs, advertising memorabilia, family records, maps, uniforms 
and clothing, genealogical materials, blueprints, documents, books, etc. we help people know about their roots 
and assist newcomers to the community in gaining a sense of Bradford’s past.   
 
At the Crook Farm, we continue to teach children about the early life of Tuna Valley settlers through the annual 
School program and provide hands-on opportunities for effective learning.  Crooktop, an old Time Music Festival 
for those fascinated with bluegrass and period music, the Creative Women Workshops, Apple Harvest Festival, 
Wreath Making, the Patriotic Music Concert, and other various events held at the farm throughout the year are 
popular venues. 
 
The Landmark relies entirely on individual gifts and community support. We receive no local, county, or federal 
funding so your donation of $10, $20, $50, or any amount makes a real difference - every dollar helps preserve 
our buildings, care for our archives, and support community programs. 

Please support us, however you choose - membership, gift, or both. Your kindness truly keeps our history alive. 

• There are several ways to ensure that the Landmark receives your donation.  If you prefer, please go to 
our webpage at www.bradfordlandmark.org, and click on “Supporting Us” which will take you to a 
donation page.  You will see a yellow Donate button, which will link you to a Paypal page.  

• Or, simply fill in the form below and send a check to Bradford Landmark Society, PO Box 1021, Bradford 
PA 16701. 

• Or, stop into the Landmark headquarters in the old Herbig Bakery at 45 E. Corydon Street, with a check, 
cash or money order. 

You will receive a copy of The Inkwell, the newsletter of the Society.  It can be delivered to you via email or by 
mail if you prefer; just include your mailing address with your donation.   

The Inkwell plays an important role in keeping our donors, community, and friends of the Society informed and 
connected. Each issue highlights volunteer opportunities, upcoming events at the Crook Farm and the Herbig 
Bakery, stories from Bradford’s history, notable acquisitions, visitors to the Society, and much more. Since 1975, 
our newsletter has been a vital part of sharing our mission and celebrating Bradford’s history. 

Name_________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Address_____________________________________________________________________________ 

         Membership             Gift             Donation                          I would like to receive the Inkwell via email  

 

Email _________________________________________________________________________________ 

  



The Wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald 

The legend lives on from the Chippewa on down, of the big lake they called Gitche Gumee. 
The lake, it is said, never gives up her dead when the skies of November turn gloomy. 

This November marks the 50th anniversary of the sinking of the bulk freighter, the Edmund Fitzgerald, which 
sank suddenly in Lake Superior on November 10, 1975, during a severe storm.   While many remember the 
haunting ballad by Gordon Lightfoot, which details the incident, the Edmund Fitzgerald deserves a place in 
history as well. 

The ship was the pride of the American side, coming back from some mill in Wisconsin. 
As the big freighters go, it was bigger than most, with a crew and good captain well-seasoned. 

When launched in 1958, the Edmund Fitzgerald was the largest ship on North America's Great Lakes and 
remains the largest to have sunk there. The ship was known as the "queen of the lakes" and was considered state-
of-the-art when it was built.  For 17 years, Edmund Fitzgerald carried taconite (a variety of iron ore) from mines 
along the Minnesota Iron Range near Duluth, Minnesota, to iron works in Detroit, Michigan; Toledo, Ohio and 
other Great Lakes ports.  The ship set seasonal haul records six times, often breaking her own record.  The vessel's 
record load for a single trip was 27,402 long tons (30,690 short tons) in 1969. 

With a load of iron ore, twenty-six thousand tons more than the Edmund Fitzgerald weighed empty, 
That good ship and true was a bone to be chewed when the gales of November came early. 

The ship left Superior, Wisconsin, headed for Cleveland, on November 9 at 2:30PM, loaded with 26,116 long 
tons of taconite pellets, made of processed iron ore, heated and rolled into marble-size balls.  Aware of a building 
November storm entering the Great Lakes from the great plains, Captain Ernest McSorley took the northerly 
course across Lake Superior, where the ship would be protected by highlands on the Canadian shore. 

Weather conditions continued to deteriorate. Gale warnings had been issued at 7 pm on November 9, upgraded 
to storm warnings early in the morning of November 10. Conditions were bad, with winds gusting to 50 knots 
and seas 12 to 16 feet, but Captain McSorley had often piloted his vessel in similar conditions. 

The wind in the wires made a tattle-tale sound and a wave broke over the railing 
And every man knew, as the captain did too 'twas the witch of November come stealing. 

Meanwhile, another freighter, the Anderson, had reached safe harbor at Whitefish Point.  The winds at 5:20PM 
were from the NW, at a steady 58 knots with gusts to 70 knots, and seas of 18 to 25 feet.  They had kept track of 
the Edmund Fitzgerald on radar, and managed to contact the ship at 7:10PM.  “How are you doing?” they 
radioed, and the Edmund Fitzgerald answered “we are holding our own.”  That was the last time the Anderson 
was able to establish contact.  They called again at 7:22PM, but there was no answer. 

When suppertime came, the old cook came on deck saying "Fellas, it's too rough to feed ya." 
At seven p.m., the main hatchway caved in, he said "Fellas, it's been good to know ya." 
The captain wired in he had water comin' in and the good ship and crew was in peril 

And later that night when his lights went outta sight, came the wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald. 

A worried Captain Cooper of the Anderson called into the Coast Guard. “At this time, I became very concerned 
about the Fitzgerald – couldn’t see his lights when we should have…I was sure something had happened to the 
Fitzgerald.” 



The Coast Guard, involved with the rescue of another ship in distress, asked him to go back out and search the 
area, but Captain Cooper was very reluctant, due to the weather.  He said “Well, I’ll go back and take a look, but 
God, I’m afraid I’m going to take a hell of a beating out there… I’ll turn around and give ‘er a whirl, but God, I 
don’t know. I’ll give it a try.” 

The Anderson became the primary search ship that night. With the ship pounding and rolling badly, the crew of 
the Anderson discovered the Fitzgerald’s two lifeboats and other debris but no sign of survivors.  The Edmund 
Fitzgerald was lost with her entire crew of 29 men.  The bodies were never recovered. 

Does anyone know where the love of God goes when the waves turn the minutes to hours? 
The searchers all say they'd have made Whitefish Bay if they'd put 15 more miles behind her 

They might have split up or they might have capsized, they may have broke deep and took water. 
And all that remains is the faces and the names of the wives and the sons and the daughters. 

Over the next few days, the Coast Guard conducted an extensive search with planes and two Coast Guard cutters.  
Eventually, two large pieces of wreckage were found, 17 miles NW of Whitefish Point. The following May, 1976, 
a controlled underwater recovery vehicle did another search and the ship was located.   The words “Edmund 
Fitzgerald” were clearly seen on the stern, upside down, 535 feet below the surface of the lake. 

In a rustic old hall in Detroit, they prayed in the Maritime Sailors' Cathedral 
The church bell chimed, it rang twenty-nine times for each man on the Edmund Fitzgerald. 

The song by Gordon Lightfoot, a popular folk singer of the 1970s, made the wreck of the Edmund Fitzgerald a 
legend. Lightfoot was inspired to write “Edmund Fitzgerald” after reading an article about the disaster in the 
Nov. 24, 1975, edition of Newsweek magazine. Later, he read about the Mariners’ Church in Detroit, ringing the 
church bell twenty-nine times and felt compelled to write a song about the disaster.  The song was released in 
August 1976 and was at the top of the charts by autumn.   

This fall the 50th anniversary of the Edmund Fitzgerald sinking was commemorated with various events around 
the Great Lakes, including memorial services at the Great Lakes Shipwreck Museum, the Split Rock Lighthouse, 
and the Mariners' Church of Detroit and the National Museum of the Great Lakes in Toledo. 

Split Rock Lighthouse saw 2000 people attend a memorial service as they read the names of the 29 men. 

Gordon Lightfoot died in 2023 at the age of 84.  That November, when the Mariner’s Church in Detroit rang the 
church bell twenty-nine times for the men of the Edmund Fitzgerald, it ran one more time - for Gordon Lightfoot. 
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Return Service Requested 

Everyone is Invited! 

To the annual Bradford Landmark 
Society Christmas party/open house at 
the Herbig Bakery, 45 E. Corydon Street 

Friday, Dec. 19, 1PM to 4PM 
Come have some cookies, punch, and 
holiday goodies.  Take a tour, meet the 
staff, and see what history is all about! 


