- 'The Landm3rk Society

News

Bradford, Pa,

The Annual Dinnet

The annual dinner meeting and election of officers -is scheduled for
Friday, May 16, 1986 at the Valley Hunt Club. The dinner menu this year
features a choice of:

Baked Haddock ($8.00)
or
Stuffed Pork Chop ($9.50)

Each dinner includes soup, baked potato, vegetable, salad, rolls, dessert,
and coffee. Anyone who has eaten at one of these dinners in the past
knows that it is next to impossible to leave the table hungry after the
sumptuous repast, The tip is iacluded in the price of the meal,

The post-prandial entertainment is, once again, a secret - you will just
have to show up to see who (or what) it is. We newsletter editors don't
even know what the entertainment will be - it's that big a secret.

PLEASE make your reservations foc the dinnec by Monday, May 12. Do this
by calling the Bakery at 362-3906 weekdays between 2 and 4 or call Marion
Vernon at 368-6537 or Helen Beam at 368-5633, Do it now, before you
forget. Right now.

The Semi-Annual Book Sale

This event is set tentatively for mid-TJuly in a location to be announced.
As usual, we are trying for a location along Main Street. So far, we have
a lot of nice books and magazines that have been donated, but not yet
enough for a really first-class sale (as we have had in the past). We are
interested in any and all the books and magazines you have that you would
like to clear out of your basement, garage, den, attic, overstuffed
library, or whatever. 1€ you have a large lot of things, you can get free
haul-away service just by calling the Bakery at 362-3906. Let us help you

N with your spring cleaning.



At the Farm ) -

The Crﬂbkkiarm has just opened  up for spring activities recently. ™This &
week, children from: various grades who elect to see how things work at th.
farm arewtreated to tours and activities. Among other things, they will
be doing laundry with old-fashioned equipment, stencilling on baskets, an«

observing the textile process - from raw wool to cloth. The fifth grader:

will follow this group.

There is an excellent prospect that the farm will be opened for tours and
activities on weekends this year, as well as the usual hours during the
week. This should provide opportunities for some fine Saturday and Sunda:
festivities this spring and summer,

The Crook Farm folks are already looking ahead to the annual country fair :-
in August--muchbmore about the fair in the next newsletter. .

From the Bakery — More Book Notes

The previous page noted the upcoming book sale; besides the bookqh 2
for sale at the Bakery, there are a number of other books oﬂvintﬁ" '
floating around the premises. Jane Stack has displayed several :iteéms on
the counters in the front of the Bakery, but we are writing a. fql}bwiup
for those who missed the display. These items of interest are:Beooks:
written and/or illustrated by people from Bradford.

We're willing to bet that most readers will be familiar with one or t. Jo:
these. For example, McKean: The Governor's County, by Rufus Barrett :
Stone is widely available in local antique shops, and just about everyone
seems to have a copy. However, his study of Arthur George Olmstead, an

eminent judge and state senator, is not so well-known, although it is a
finely-written biography.

Isabel Smith was born and raised in Bradford, and studied nursing in New
York. At the age of 19, she contracted tuberculosis; hexr book, Wish I
Might (1955) tells how she coped with the illness at Saranac Lake, New
York.

Two Bradford illustrators are represented at the Bakery: Grace Byrom prao-
vided illustrations for a children's book by Laura Hammersley called :
Hallie Hallis (published by Geo. R. Blakely of Bradford); Bess Goe (Mrs.
Frank) Willis illustrated another children's book, The Little Sallie Mand
Story, by Helen Van Derveer,

Bryant BE. Sherman wrote The Bell Cow in 1908, about the first fresh-air
kids to come to this area from New York City. Sherman was a well-known
photographer in Bradford - he lived on a farm on the Minard Run Road. He
later moved to Buffalo and New York City {(a 1926 letter from him places
his studio in New York at 57 E. 59th St.).

This merely scratches the surface of this interesting subject. We will
report on more Bradford authors in a later publication. But if you ki
of any, let us know. We are looking for new books and authors to add o
our list,



Bradford Documents- Part I

with this issue of the newsletter!, we begin what we hope will become a
regular series - the printing of some of the interesting documents that

are preserved at the Bakery headquarters in manuscript form. The first o

these that we have selected is fitting, as it pertains to the early
history of Bradford. It was written in the late 1920s or early 1930s by
Luella A, Harris, a teacher who was born and spent most of her life in
Bradford. She is also the author of a brief history of. the Tuna Valley,
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"Autobiography of a Valley," published in 1938. What follows is the firs'

of two installments of her history.

History of Bradford

By Luella A, Harris
2%

So far as known, the territory around Bpradford was never the home o
the Indian, though the Indian name of the stream shows that it was part o
their hunting grounds. Not a single trail has been authenticated within
the horders of McKean Co. It was a part of the land secured through that
indefinite treaty by which the Penns extended the boundaries of Pennsyl-
vania to the west. The Indians preferred to place.their strongholds alon
the Allegheny river; and when these were destroyed by Brodhead's expedi-
tion against Cornplanter, the Indians were forced to move farther up int:
New York. So few remained in this immediate section that it was unneces-
sary to provide a reservation for them. On the other hand, Western New
York had several. The celebrated agreement by which the Cattaraugus In-
dians were given their choice between a peice of land forty miles square
or one of forty square was in New York and had nothing to do with McKean
County or with Pennsylvania.

When the first settlers appeared in the valley of the Tunangwant
between 1823 and 1826, they avoided the area where the two forks of the
stream came together. This may have been because the section was under
water for some part of every year; it is more likely that it was because
there was not land enough here for a farm, and these people were farmers.
The site of Bradford must have been more cut up at that time than now.
There was apparently at some time a brook starting in the spring near the
head of Tibbetts Avenue, and crossing Congress Street where the W.C.T.U.
building now stands. When the foundations for that building were being
laid, it persisted in breaking out again and again with such force as to
threaten the success of the enterprise. In my childhood, it seemed to
have lost its way in the marsh back of the old Green hotel on lower Main
Street, and never to have reached the creek.

Frederick Newell says that the sharp bend in the West Branch just
west of the head of Main Street is artificial, the stream having been
deflected from its course to go around Uncle Dan Kingsbury's mill pond.
In that case, the two forks must have run nearer together than they do
now. Incidentally he also says that Main Street stops where it does
because Uncle Dan would not let it go through his mill pond.

The first settlers with others who followed them formed two groups
or communities. One was south of the Bradford of today, and took the nam
of DeGolier from the first settler. The name covered several farms
extending toward Lafayette in one direction and into Minard Run in
another. The second community was farther north, beginning at the mouth

of the Kendall Creek which was named for Postmaster General Amos Kendall,
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and extending up that stream and down the Tuna to the mills at the
state line. This section took the name of the stream, and was known as _
Kendall Creek; and this became the name of the post office. ;;; ;

Mr.. R.B. Stone, in his history of McKean County, says that =B
Nathaniel Edson was the first post master, and the first post office was
in the house of John Melvin. This latter clause is, of course, a mistake.
When Nathaniel Edson was made the first postmaster in 1841, he kept the
mail in the big clock in his own house on the Kendall Creek near Sawyer.
When John F. Melvin became the second postmaster in 1843, he moved the
"post office" to his house some where near the mouth of the Foster Brook.
In 1845, it was moved to the Fuller House which stood on the north west
corner of East Main and Kendall Avenue. Here it remained until 1854 when
it was moved to the 0ld Red Store and its name changed.

For some time before that, the name "Kendall Creek" was being
limited to the families along that stream; and a new name was applied to
the community centering at the corner of the Limestone and Kendall Creek
roads. An undesirable citizen had been tarred and feathered. A stranger,
driving through the place one morning, and seeing the litter remarked that
this must be a tar-port. The name stuck, even after the section became
the Sixth Ward of the City of Bradford.

Kendall Creek, or Tarport, grew much faster than any other part of
Tuna Valley. It had several stores, a large school -house that was used
for meetings, a hall, and the post office. As late as 1877, William Mc-
Dougall, who lived somewhere up Foster Brook, means Tarport when in: his
journal, he speaks of "coming to town," and when he goes to Bradford, he
says so. In 1872, East Main Street is described as "the road connecting
the villages of Bradford and Tarport.

McKean County was erected in 1804, but was not completely organlz 1
until 1826, The next year, a petition headed by John F. Melvin and /
signed by fourteen others, requested that a new township be separated from
Ceres Township, and called Bradford Township. It has usually been taken
for granted that the name was chosen in honor of William Bradford, the
first printer of Pennsylvania but Mr. R.B., Stone makes out rather a
good case for another origin. Bradford was the name of the New Hampshire
township from which the Melvins came; and as a Melvin headed the petition,
he probably also suggested the name.

At the time of the organization of Bradford Township, there was not
a person living where the village afterward grew up. In that same year,
however, (1827) Dr. W.M. Bennett, for whom Bennett Brook was named, t
built the first house, a log cabin, situated somewhere about 21 Boylston
Street. Apparently he stayed but a short time. The only inhabitants for
another ten years were the Hart family with six boys and six girls, among
them three pairs of twins. As no mention is made of their building a
house, I infer that they occupied the log cabin of Dr. Bennett. They are
said to have been a happy-go-lucky family, who extended hospitality to
every chance passer-by. But they seem to have vanished from the face of
the earth, and to have left no trace behind.

The real settlement of Bradford proper began in 1837 with the
arrival from Boston of Col. L.C. Little, agent for the United States
Land Company, sometimes called the Boston Company. Col, Little had just
married Lucy Dix Webster, widow of Philip Huntoon Webster, and sister of
Governor Dix of New York. She had two sons, at this time seven and three
years old. Into this new country Col. Little brought his wife and two
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step~sons, arriving by team. They found no place to live except the
deserted log cabin of Dr. Bennett. This they enlarged and occupied for
some time. An apple tree standing just west of the former Bethesda Home
is said to have been planted by Col., Little. After a time, he built a
more commodious residence. Here Ellen, daughter of Col. Little and Lucy
Webster Little, was born, the first white child born in the present limits '
of Bradford. i

Around the home of Col. Little there grew up slowly a settlement
called, indiscriminately, Littleton, thtletown, and Littleville. It is
impossible to trace its development as reminiscences differ. Sands Nile
is said to have built the second house in the village in 1838 or 1840; but
one account places it on Mechanic Street, another as the first house built
on Main Street where the Opera House stood later. It was in the latter
place that he lived when I was a little child. John Wellogby built a
house on Mechanic Street in 1839, and Dr. Ebenezer 0Olds on the same
street in 1845, P.L. Webster calls this the third house within the
present city limits, but if the above dates are.<crrect, it would be at
least the fourth. In any case, the little Webster boys would have had
plenty of room in which to play. An old drawing shows not more than six
houses in 1850, ‘-

The chief streets in the 40's were Mechanic Street (so called
because the first men building on it were mechanics), and the Corydon
Road. All the flat where Main Street now is, to and across the creeks in
both directions, was forest. This accounts for the Congregational Church
and the Little or Webster home being built on Corydon Street.

The Dr. O0lds referred to above must have remained for some time,
for I remember as a child hearing him often spoken of as "0ld Doc Olds,"
though I do not think he was living then. He is said to have been a
fairly good doctor, and so well liked as a man that his wmistakes were :
overlooked. One which became a standing joke was his diagnosing a case of
smallpox as "putrid itch." He came to this section, not as a doctor, but
as a tanner, and carried on both occupations.

Various reminiscences speak of there haviang been, at the southwest
corner of Mechanic and Corydon Streets, a log school house which was
replaced by a frame building. At least Judge Ward taught in a building
on that location in 1851, He had previously taught in Tarport two years,
and after two years in Littleton, opened the Bradford Academy on the
public square below the corner.

The coming of one man to Littleton in 1851 gave a marked impetus to
the growth of the community. It has been said that Daniel Kingsbury made
Littleton. Energetic, dogmatic, arbitrary, he bent everything to his
will; but he had business sagacity, and with his coming, 0ld enterprises
took on new life, and new enterprises sprang into being. Kingsbury had
been a stockholder in the United States (or Boston) Land Company and,
according to a deed dated November 20, 1850, at that time bought from the
company more than 50,000 acres lying along the Tunangwant.

In 1851, he came here with his wife, Aunt Ruby. A Mr. Langmaid,
who later had a general store on Main Street, had partly built a large
frame house on what is now Congress Street, This Mr. Kingsbury bought
and made into a house that was fine for the times. Here he continued to
live until his death in 1870, and Aunt Ruby and her cats still occupied
the house until her death. Mr. Kingsbury's brother-in-law, A.T. Newell,
and two nephews, A.W. and Frank Newell, either accompanied or soon
followed him.
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A.W. Newell, at that time only nineteen years old, became secretary
and agent for Mr. Kingsbury, and he and his first wife lived for a ti== =
in the home of the Kingsburys. It was in that house that the Honorabl®® =
Frederick Newell was born. Both A.W. and A.T. Newell acquired large :
tracts of land. A.W. Newell's holdings at one time embraced nearly all
of the Third Ward. He laid out the streets School, Pleasant, Summer,
Pearl, and Center, built sidewalks, and built houses or lent money for
building. It is said that at one time he owned sixty houses in the city.
A.T. Newell's land included the southern side of lower Main Street and
most of the Fifth Ward extending to the Carshops and to the top of the
hill.

The old Kingsbury house, enlarged and improved but retaining the
general plan and appearance, became the Emery home. It was probably the
oldest residence inside the city limits when it was sold to Forest Dorn,

ane -who had it torn down and his new house built on the site.

oo Uncle Dan also built on the side of Quintuple above his residence a

.~ .,»- vault or tomb in which he stipulated that his body and that of his wife

. .,should lie. One wonders if he had dreams of a marble shaft being erected
. . above the plain.vault, with graveled paths running to it, the whole

side-hill a park,.and the spot venerated as the last resting place of the
founder of Bradford. If so, how sadly his dreams would be shattered by
one sight of the ruined, neglected, almost forgotten tomb hidden among the
bushes. v '

Kingsbury erected a huge double mill at the head of Main Street,
with the effect on the stream and on the street when it was opened that
has been mentioned. 1In 1853 the "0ld Red Store" on the corner of Main anc
Congress Streets was built for his offices, and it was to this buildinc
that the post office was moved thes next year., The name of the buildir
came from the fact that it was painted a dull red frm some clay product
found in the vicinity, probably the same from which terra cotta was
afterward made. The building passed through many hands in the course of
years, being occupied in 1876 by the drugstore of F.W., Davis., It was
moved around on to Congress Street and came to be regarded as the oldest
building in Bradford.

The rapid growth of Littleton in the three years following the
arrival of Mr. Kingsbury, and the large business that he was carrying on,
made it desirable that the post office should be nearer than Tarport. In
changing the location, the name was also changed. It could no longer be
appropriately called "Kendall Creek" and there were objections to the name
"Littleton."™ It seems likely that the strongest objection came from Mr.
Kingsbury, who was jealous of the prominence given his predecessor. Col.
Little had retained his position as agent of the United States Land
Company, but he died in this same year, 1854.

Another difficulty arose from the fact that the exact form of the
original name had never been settled. It is said that a statute ordering
an election called the place Littleton; the sheriff issued the writ for
Littleville, and the election, being held in a schoolhouse on the other
side of the creek from the village, was declared illegal. As to the new
name, we have seen how, many years before, the township had received the
name of Bradford. Its extension might help to placate the Melvins for the
loss of the post office; and Kingsbury would perhaps agree to the
compromise. In any case, the old name disappeared in 1854, never to be
revived. :
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Among the other projects of Daniel Kingsbury was that of running a
railroad from Bradford to Carrolton to connect with the Erie, which ‘
already ran to Salamanca. In the early 60's, the route was surveyed, and =
the track actually laid. For this enterprise, A.W. Newell was surveyor [
and assistant engineer. When Kingsbury went into bankruptcy, chiefly 4
because of papers that he had endorsed for others, Mr. Newell's wages :
were far in arrears. In consideration of this, he asked that the railroac:
be turned over to him, and this was done. The road bed was already '
overgrown with weeds, but Mr. Newell hired a man, and together they mowec |
the twelve miles of track. He then procured a hand car which he attached |
to a flat car, and for several months ran a daily "train." He says that he:
often made ten dollars a day. The Erie finally bought the road, which was
devzloped into the "Bradford Branch" and opened for traffic January 5,
1866. ’

Some one ought to write a history of the Bradford Branch, its
stations and "depots," its rolling stock, and the men who lived by means
of it for fifty years. There would be thrilling tales of cars breaking
away on the Big Shanty hill, and plunging madly down grade. Sometimes the
locomotive seemed to take the bit in its teeth;, and the whole train headec
for destruction. On one such occasion, someony afterward remarked to the
fireman that he supposed the telegraph poles looked like fence posts.
"Fence postsl!" retorted the fireman, "They looked like a fine-toothed
comb.” '

The most romantic individual career connected with the Branch would
doubtless be that of Pat Crowley. He worked with the section gang betweer
Limestone and Carrolton, learned telegraphy from his father, and:iwas made
station agent at Limestone when only about sixteen. As there was only one
train a day except for an occasional freight, his duties were not arduous,
but included keeping up the fire in winter, and keeping the station in
order. Being bright and witty, he bacame a prime favorite with the boys
and girls of the village. After school they flocked to the station to
wait for the train coming up. Here also was always to be found a group of
"train scholars" - that is, pupils waiting for the train to take them to
their homes along the Branch. There they proceeded to hector the
good-natured Irish lad till -in desperation he would devise some work for
the ringleaders. One of his favorite orders was, "Here you! Take up
those ash." As telegraph operator, he was held responsible for a wreck on
the Big Shanty hill, and was discharged from the employ of the Brie.

This, however, instead of being the end of his railroad career, proved
only the beginning: as, a few months ago, Mr. P.C. Crowley retired from ;
his position as president of the New York Central Railway.

The opening of the railroad brought to Bradford a number of new
residents, who were distinguished from the earlier settlers as "railroad
folks." Besides a number of Irish families who came to work on the
railroad, there were also the families of A.K. Johnson, station agent,
John Breman, telegraph operator, David Frazier, baggage master, and
Schiaider, the big German blacksmith, who did all the local repairing for
the railroad. Aside from this group, it is impossible to trace the growtt
of the village during the 60's. A photograph of that decade shows a game
of "sock ball" in progress on the common at the head of Main Street, and
there appears to be little less than common. The Bradford House does
occupy the north-west corner. This was burnt down in 1868, but was
rebuilt.

(CONTINUED IN THE NEXT NEWSLETTER)
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Memorials

The Landmark Society does maintain a memorial fund. Those interested in
making contributions may do so by contacting Jane Stack at Society Head-
quarters; call 362-3906 weekdays between 2 and 4.

Dues Are Due

It is again that time of year. The tax checks are probably back in the
mail by now and plenty of money is available for dues. There is a
connection between the two: any contribution over $3.00 is tax-deductible.
Please drop off your check or cash at Bakery Headquarters or mail this
form or pay your dues at the annual dinner. (Have you called to make your

reservations yet?)

- e A e e m oMo o W o o W oW oW M ML e A e M. W4 W A e W M G e e T M m a

Type of membership (please check one}:

Active ($3.00) Name ' e,

Contributing ($10.00) Address

Life Member ($100.00) e
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The ComingﬁBdok Sale

Aficianados of rare and not-so-rare books and magazines will také‘great

pleasure in the announcement that arrangements are finalized for the semi-

annual book sale sponsored by the Landmark Society. Our bakery headquar- '
ters building is stuffed with such a quantity of fine reading material .
that narrow and winding paths have had to be constructed so that Jane and:
Marian can conduct. tours of the place. History, fine literature, popular'

novels, religious works, Elower books, art books, cartoons, travel -= you:

name it and we've got it. So much of it, in fact, that prices at this
sale will be unbelievably low, practically given away.

As for the newspaper-ish business of what, when, where, and all that:

The sale will run next week, from Wednesday, July 23 to Saturday, July 26.
The hours for the sale will be from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Wednesday through
Friday and 10 a.m. to noon on Saturday. The place for this year’s sala

is on the South Ave. side of the 0dd Fellows Building, in the place
between the lock shop and the McKean County Easter Seals Society., The
owners of the building (sooh to be re-named the Seneca Building) have
kindly offered this space for the book sale.

Two additional notes about the sale: 1. Don't miss it! We have a fine
lot of books on art, antiques, and travel, as well as a good soleckion of
fiction, general non-fiction, religious books, and children's books.

2, TE you still have books to donakte, call the Bakery at 362-3906--wa can
pick up your books later this week and take them directly to the site of
“the sale, or you can drop thea off, . _

-------

The annual country Eair will take place at the Crook Farm on the weekgnd
of August 23-24, with breakfast oa Sunday morning, the 24th. Bob Blair
reports that about 60 crafks axhibitors are axpactad, with tha uasual wide

range of specialties. All sorts of entertainers will also be on hand, in-

cluding the popular group from last year's failr, 3affalo 7200 Revue. Also



returniag are the cloggers and square dancers, along with country and
western performers and lots of other entertainers appropriate for a

country-style event.
Dorothy Shields reports that ticket sales are going very well. She note—
that, while her army of-telephone callers are attempting to reach every ==

one who might be interested -in being a Fair patron, it 1s always possible
to miss someone who is out of town or away when the call comes. So if you i
have not been contacted, you are nevertheless tavited ko becoas a patron

of the country fair. To obtain patrons' tickets, call Dorothy at 362-4470

or the Bakery at 362-3906 or contact anyone you Know who i3 an offilcer o 7
a director of the Landmark Society. Patrons' tickets are 310 2ach, anl
include entry to the Fair ($1 for non-patronsg) and an invitation to join
other patrons at the evening reception Friday, August 22, which will be
hosted by Mr, and Mcs., William Branch.

T

Tickets are also available for the Sunday morning breakfast. These can be
obtained by contacting the people listed above. Prices are 34 for adults,
and $2 for children under 12,

The crafts group at the Farm has also been working two days a week, on
Tuesday and Thursday, from 9:30-2, painting, sewing, and making iteams for
sale at the Fair, including decorations for the Christmas house. They
invite anyone who would like to join them to come out any Tuesday or
Thursday .

Other activities have been going on as asual at the Crook Famm, Some 600
students from local schools and Salamanca, Eldred, and Cattaraujgus Caenkral
School have toured the Ffarm., Tunches have been served to guasts of Sena
Keaa Manor, a group of tourists from Buffalo, members of the Rotary Club
and Rotary Anns., Scheduled for the next week are meabers of the Kiwani )
Club, the Association of Retired Persons, and people attending the Elder—
hostel at the University of pPittsburgh at Bradford. Among the attractions
these Folks. have seen is the new summer kitchen, the latest addition to
the Crook house and Earm, The obther new addition is a Frashly=-shaarad
sheep named Agatha, who has been attended to by Nora Queraeshi.

At the Bakery

The ladies at the Bakery have been snthusiastically displaying their
collection of Eashions of yesteryear. They presented a fashionn show at
the YWCA's Strawberry Festival on Voterans Square a Fow w20ks back, and
have a similar event scheduled for next week with the Elderhostal group at
the University of Pittsburgh at Bradford.

A number of tourists have found their way to the Bakery from several
states, including california, Maryland, and Plorida. The Floridians were
former Bradford residents, Mr. and Mrs. Bill Abbott, who were especially
interested in copies of old high school yeacbooks.

Inquiries from a number of sources were handled, including one from a New
York Eirm, through the Chanber of Commerce, for pictures of tha Drasssrc
Home. Files and newspapers have also been utilized by the people involvad
in the Main Street redevelopment program.

(continued on page 8)



History of Bradford, 1II
by Luella A. Harris

(Continued from: The Landmark Society News, #11, April 30, 1986)

By 1872-Bradford numbered about six hundred inhabitants, and in that
year became a borough with P, - T. Kennedy the first burgess. He was againn
elected in 1876, and did much to keep affairs straight in that tumultuous
period. He was a lumber man, with large mills on the Kendall Creek, and
one on Kennedy Street that later became Millers. He was a man of good
principles, and extremely warm-hearted and generous. But he was an avowed
free-thinker or atheist. When John Copeland was pastor of the Methodist
Church, Mr. Kennedy advertised building lots for sale in desirable
locations, being, along with other advantages, "within easy access to
churches .” In his sermon the next Sunday, Mr. Copeland berated him
soundly, as a man who claimed to have no use for churches, and yet used
them to increase the value of his property.

Mr. Kennedy was ably assisted in his efforts to maintain good order
by Loyal Ward, who was justice of the peace., Offenders were so heaviuly
fined that there were threats of personal violence against him; but
nothing altered his course, and many a hard character left town because of
the constant "persecutions” of the Judge.

When oil was discovered, then, Bradford was a borough of about six
hundred people. It included the level section along the two branches of
the creek, the present third ward as far as the school house, a large part
of the fourth ward, but nothing east of the creek, Its general appearance
was like that of other villages of the time. Main Street was lined on
both sides with maple trees which had been brought, years before, From the
flats along the Allegheny River, as slender.sapling poles without a leat
or branch, and set out, AL what is aow the cornar of Chacbar Stossht was
an immense willow tree like ‘that still standing on the bank of the West
Branch, at the corner of Boylston Street and Charlotte Avenue. There were
doubtless other. trees, remnants of the original forest, scattered about
the town, Certainly most of the lots had Fruit trees as well as shrubs,
so that in summer the village was lost in the leaves. The lots on the
north side of Main Street extended through to Boylston, so that T recall
only one house on the south side of Boylston, that at No., 32, On the
other side was bthe house that now belongs to the Woodards, Tt was long
known as the Dri Foster house, and before that, had been occupied by the
Knights. Across the creek was the sachion whers canp aeetings waere held,
and famous as a vice resort under the name of Pig Island,

Out Jackson Aveaue, first known as the Liaestone Road, was the big
house bought by Judge Ward when I was a child., I do not know who owned it
previously. On the lower side of the road ware the Bvaansas and Bromleys;
on the upper, farther west, Mrs. Hayhes, and later Mrs. Sanford and the
Broders. On School Street wesht of Mechanio waere the Prossars, Crookars,
and Youngs, and beyond the school house the Blairs. At the hsad of
Mechanic Street was the Woodard or the Matteson housa. Juab Corydon Streek
were the homes of Switzer, Moorehouse, and Parsons. Where the post officae
now is, was the Webster home. Thare muast have hesn others iaside kthe
borough, but these are all that I can recall except those on Main Streetk.
The houses were largely story and a half, several beiang of tha upright and
L type.. They were usually neatly painted, and a few were always Kkept
white with green bliads,



_ The stores were mostly at the upper end of Main Street on the public i
square. At the head of the street stood George Crooker's stora, wheve the {W
men gathered, and in-summer sat on benches oa the porch to settle the o S
affairs of the nation..”Half way down Main Street on the north side was = %ﬁ
what at that time was the:most jimportant building in the village. -
Upstairs was Newell’s Hall, the only place suitable for social affairs; on

the east side of the building was a croquet ground. Downsktairs was Gthe

jewelry store of Wilbur Degolier, who in 1875-76 was. post master, and in

his store was the post office. Here was a round, revolving rack sach as

is still sometimes used to exhibit picture postal cards. But this one was
behind glass except for one small window. On this rack were mountsd the
letters. All the patron had to do was to turn the crank, and if his nane
occurred, to put in his hand, and pick off his mail.

Behind this store were rooms for a family; and here Mr. and Mrs. R,
B. Stone lived when they first came to Bradford. It was herve that Miss
Phoebe Lewis, visiting Mrs. Stone, first met Mr. A. W. Newell, who
had his office in the store in Ffront, and whom she afterward married. Tt
is said that the back part of this building still forms a part of the
Penney stores at 63 Main Street,

The accompanying sketch of Main Street was furnished by Henry
Osgood, who, being a few years older than I, and growing up on Main
Street, remembers it quite distinctly. The house that he has marked.

Colby's is that in which Father, Mother, and I lived in 1865-66, and '
which, I am sure, previously to that, belonged to Dr. Findley. .

The rapid change from this rural village to a bustling oil town has
been too often described to need further notice. 1Tn 1879 it was
incorporated as a city with James Broder as the first mayor. He, too, had
been a lumberman, and his wife was one of the Blair girls. He was called
rather a rough man, but on the whole proved an efficient mayor, and later !
was elected for anothar kerm, Tt is told of him that, called out of bed
one night to decide whether a dance that had been interrupted on complaint
of the neighbors was really, as they maintained, a auisance or a lawful
festivity, he listened to both sides, then drawing himself up, he racited
with a gush of school-boy rhetoric, "On with the dance! Let joy be uncon-
fined!"™ and went back to bed.

The election For the newly-organized city of Bradford was held in
the school house (the old Third Ward building), the only polling place in
town. The city consisted of but one ward, and a special act of the state
legislature was necessary to enable the voters to choose four men for
select, and six Eor common, council., Other changes in the city do not
concern Js hera. : ‘

There were, however, three things ia the aeighborhood outside the
city in those early years that are, perhaps, of historic interest. The
first is the Kinzua Viaduct, awore commonly known as the "Big Bridge." It
was completed September 2, 1882, and spans the valley of the Kinzua Creek
from hill to hill. It is 2051 feet long and 301 feet high. Tt has been
pronounced one of the World's Wonders; and for a long time, as wany as
3000 people visited it in one day, evean including General Grant,

A second feature was the narrow gauge railroads. Other places have
had such roads; but perhaps aone @ver had so wmany, and certainly aone wver
ran through more beautiful scenery, or carried larger aumbers of
passengers, The sight of a train wiading around the side of Mount Raub,
pulled by one locomotive and pushed by another, was something not to be
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forgotten. It was on this road that one of the most tragic of our fires
occurred, The morning train out of Bradford was run through a stream of
oil coming from:a wellion the hillside above. 1In an instant, everything
was a mass: of_flames, ahd several people were badly burned. The disaster
could bevdistinctly seen from the town below, but it was some time before
any help could: reach' them. Pethaps because of the sad frequency of oil.
fires, no one seems to have recorded this particular one; and I am unable
to give details. T should say that the date was somewhere between 1880
and 1882, ‘

The third famous feature, the First in order of time, was the
elevated, or peg-leg railroad. It was projected as an experiment in 1877
after the plan of a single-rail track used at the Centennial in the pre-
vious year. It was completed to Gilmore, a distance of four miles, on
February 11, 1878, The track consisted of a single rail spiked to a heavy
timber set on piles, and the car carefully balanced on single wheels. One
Irishman compared the locomotive to a big pair of boots hung over a
clothes~-line. Another described the whole equipment as a train of cars
running on a fence., The first locomotive was a rotary engine with two
boilers. The second was a fifteen-ton upright locomotive built to order
by the Baldwin people, but proved unsatisfactory because of its weight.
The third, new and unproved, was put on for an experimental trip, Januacy
27, 1879. A short distance from Babcock, one boiler exploded, tipping the
engine sideways on the lateral timbers of the road, and hurling the cars,
a passenger and a flat car, into the creek, Five men were killed, and-
another badly injured by the explosion. The road was sold at Sheriff's
Sale and abandoned, ‘ .

There was one enterprise within the city that has not baen given the
attention that it deserves. I have spoken elsewhere of the great temper-
ance meetings that were held in the church and in the opera house for
weeks at a time, where thousands signed the pledge and wore the blue rcib-
bon. At the close of the caupaign of 1877, some of the best mea oFf Lhe
town, regardless of denominational lines, or lack of them, met to consider
the possibility of finding some substitute For the salloon for the many
men who were trying to escape its influence. The committee appointed with
power to act consisted of Biurgess P, T. RKennedy, J. H, Morris, and L.
G. Peck., Just at this time, the lot at the corner of Main and Congress
was put on the market., This committee, backed by a €ew others, advanced
the $1600 necessary, and bought the lot, 28 by 120 feet. The land rose so
rapidly in value that in a short time the coanittee sold the Main Street
end For enough to reimburse those who had advanced the wmoney, and to put
up a substantial building on the Congress Street end. An organization was
incorporated under the name of the Bradford Temperance Reading Room
Association, with a capital stock of 35000 divided into one thousand
‘shares of five dollars each. To this association, the committee turned
over the property valued at 33000.

The second floor was Fitted up as a library and reading room. The
first books were donated by citizens; but as far as possible, the proceeds
of the sale of stock were devoted to the purchase of books, newspapers,
and magazines. The first floor was occupied by a temperance restaurant,
the rentals going to the support of the library. To. this room flocked men
in their leisure hours, and boys hungry for something to read. Its doors
were kept open until the Counding of the Carnegie Public Library, when the
collection of books was turned over to the new library, and the rentals
applied on its support., Only recently was the old building sold, and the
income from the proceeds applied to the Carnegie Library.

s
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But the old Temperance Reading Room Association stll exists. 1Its
members meet once a year, and appoint three representatives to sewve on i
the Carnegie. Bouxdj«‘The school board chooses three, and the Mayor threse. %'
By this arest sn¢ithe policy of the Carnegie Library has been broader . 1|
and itsqapngak widexﬁthan that of similar libraries in many towns. Tts 1=
© directoxs comes £ omy: ‘41; classes, and no group or section controls its i;
managemeantis mfy* off that 1ittle company of men who sought to help l:heic
fellow men, it can be said, "Their works live after them."

. Another volume should be written on the public schools. T shall
touch only two points. In his book on McRean County, Mr. R. B. Stone
makes a serious mistake whem he says that his brother, George F, Stone,
organized the present school system in Bradford. It was organized in 1878
under Prof.. H. C. Bosley, who came from Titusville brianging five teachar:
who had taught under him there. After two years, he was followed by Mc.
Wills, who stayed only a year, and who, many years later, was head of tha
Geneseo State Normal School. He, in turn, was followed by Prof, Ball,
and he by George F, Stone.

During the Ffour years that rhe town schools had been in existence,
Mr. Stone had been the most active member on the school board. He
visited the schools long and often, and studied their defects and their

successes. His frequent appearances caused some amusement among the older:

- pupils. The high school occupied one room and a small recitation room on.

- the second floor of the wooden building on the corner of EIMrand.Gonqgess,>
and later burned down. Mr. ‘Stone had a habit of clearing his.t
he reached the foot of the stairs. He also had a habit of layfn
finger beside his nose as he sat talking to the teacher. Hence, wlian
"hem" was heard, fingers were laid beside noses, and glances wereM*u=:
exchanged. But every pupil took care to be. ln order when the visitor
entered the room. A

Though technically it is an error to say that Mr. Stone started ' 3
school system, in actual fact, it is not so far wrong. His ideas of '
school management and aethods were in wnany raspects fifky yearws ahoad of
his time and he placed the schools of Bradford on so solid a foundationa
that nothing:has been able to move them entirvely from the bed rock.

To teach under George F. Stone was a liberal. training school ia
itself. The weak teacher, or a baginner, knew that he was likely to walk
in at any minute. He stayed - sometimes half a day, to return the next
half, He pointed out mistakes, and kindly showed the causes of failucre.
He taught classes, and let the teacher watch. He would send a weak
teacher to visit, or “assist".a strong one, providing a substitute for
her. He changed teachers from grade to grade as he saw where they best
fitted. And not until everything possible had been done was a teacher
dropped; but if she: could not, or would not, learn to teach, thea dropped
she wase

It is interestlng ko racall the various maans anployad at differeat
times to get their salaries to the teachers. At first, the Janltor wank
to the bank, drew out the cash, and carried it ko each teacher ia her
school room. it having finally occurred to some one that this was hardly a
safe way of doing it, two menmbers of the school board were deputized to
draw out the money, and carry it in a cigar box to a room in the central
building to which each teacher came Lo recailve her share. A scare having
arisen that these men were to be way-laid and robbed, a policeman with a
drawa plstol was assigned ko accoapany tham and thalr box, Buak caation
developed apace. The cash was no longer taken from the bank; ad ona wa3
aven allowed ko handle the checks. BRach teacher muskt appear at the offi~a2
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At the Bakery (from page 2)

We have also received the gift of a very colorful, old, hand-made quilt
with feather stitching from Board member Mike McKittrick.

Recent correspondence: we have a letkter Ffrom BelLte Brengle-Poole, of 2207
Aquila's Delight, Fallston, MD 21407, who edits a quarterly newsletter,
"Glenn Gleanings," which concerns all the branches of the Glean sacnaas
and allied lineages. She says there are many Glenns in Peansylvania, an’
the newsletter includes an unlimited fraa quary column, with quories
related to Glenn. The subscription price is $12 annually; i€ interested;
contact the editor at the abova addrass, :

We also have a letter relating to the Bradford authors’ columa in the last
newsletter, D, Edgar Cohn writes froa California to reaind readers of
the six books written by Marvin Lowenthal. Mr. Lowenthal's books (and a
considerable portion of his library) may be found in the Lowanthal Collec-
tion at the University of Pittsburgh at Bradford. ~ '

Mrs. Geraldine DeMarkey of Greeawich, Connacticut wrote with .somne

conments on Luella Harris's history - we will include portions of that
letter in the next issue, as well as additional information aboat tha
Kingshury grave, and other material mentioned in the history. Pleass 227
free to send alony your own comnents, :

SEE YOU AT THE BOOK SALE AND THE COUNTRY FAIR. .



THE BRADFORD LANDMARK SOCIETY
Bradford, Pa.
Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements - Regular Checking Account
Calendar Year 1986

Cash balance - January 1, 1986 $ 4,754,911
Receipts: ’ ‘
Contributions and Memorials o $ 4,870,81
Gift Shop - Bakery and Farm ' ' 1,765,99
Memberships -7 765,00
Life Memberships ) o 300,00
School Program o ) 236,00
Tours and Lunch : o ‘ 968,96
Book sale o ., L,150.87
Special events ‘ o . 291.50
Country Fair - Patrons and craft sale : : 699.66
Annual dinner 576,50
Interest Income : - 346,77
Petty cash o 50,00
0il royalties _ 99.90
"Sales tax reimbursement 184,30
Miscellaneous income 56,25
Transfers - Producers Money Market Account 4,000,00
Total Receipts 16,362,51
Total Cash Available o $ 21,117.42
Disbursements: : v '
Gift Shop - Bakery and Farm .~ ’ $ 494,91
Postage, printing, newsletter = . . 291,08
Telephone and utilities - Bakery ' ' 1,807.43
Telephone and utilities - Famm 563,08
Maintenance - Bakery 1,015,79
Maintenance - Farm , » ‘ o 1,013.81
Equipment and supplies 833.81
School program , ‘ 195.66
Annual dinner . 576.50
Audit ' - 50.00
Pa, sales tax o ' 20,08
Insurance 1,756,00
Miscellaneous expense o 150,50
Wages ‘ 2,368.82
Payroll taxes paid 335,57
Capital Improvements - land ) 2,765.10
' cupboard , 200,00
summer kitchen 2,051.75
farmhouse porch 584,66
Transfers - Producers Money Market account 2,000,00
Total Disbursements 19,074,56

Cash balance - December 31, 1986 § 2,042.86




THE BRADFORD LANDMARK SOCIETY
Bradford, Pa.
Balance Sheet
December 31, 1986

ASSETS
Current Assets:
Cash in bank - Producers Bank & Trust Company
Checking account
Checking account - Crooks Farm
Insured Money Market account
Certificate of Deposit

Total Current Assets

Fixed Assets: (at cost)

45 E., Corydon St., - land $ 1,122.00
building 16,874,18
Crooks Farm - land $ 3,205.10
land and bridge 2,998.90
farmhouse 37,134,67
summer kitchen 2,051,75
equipment 4,918,22
barn 16, 329,54
storage shed 87,67
schoolhouse 11,319.35
cement pad 2,972,00
carpenter shop 1,974,00
train station 8,930.91
Antiques
Total Fixed Assets
Total Assets
NET WORTH
January 1, 1986
Additions - 1986

Total Net Worth

$ 2,042,86
668.36
14,490, 74

__5,000.00

$ 17,996.18

91,922,11
216,00

$119, 362,61

12,973.64

$ 22,201,96

110,134,29

$132,336.25

$132, 336,25

e
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THE BRADFORD LANDMARK SOCIETY
Bradford, Pa,
Statement of Cash Receipts and Disbursements
Calendar Year 1986

Producers Insured Money Market Account No, 1800-00499

Cash balance - January 1, 1986 $ 5,051.97
Deposits:

Transfer - Crooks Farm checking account $11,000,00

Transfer - Regular checking account 2,000,00

Interest earned 438,77 13,438,77

$18,490,74

Disbursements:

Transfers to regular checking account 4,000,00
Cash balance - December 31, 1986 $14,490.74

Crooks Farm Checking Account No, 10020410

Cash balance - January 1, 1986 ‘ ' $ 22,95
Receipts:
Country Fair 18,827.54
$18,850.49
Disbursements:
Country Fair $ 7,182,13 ,
Transfer - Money Market Account 11,000,00 18,182,13

Cash balance - December 31, 1986 $ 668,36
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