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Autumn – Season of Mists and Mellow Fruitfulness

November is the 11th month of the year in the Gregorian Calendar 
and one of four Gregorian months with the length of 30 days. And even 
though it's the 11th month of the year, November retained its name (from 
the Latin novem meaning "nine") when January and February were added 
to the Roman calendar. And that's your history lesson on November.

November is  a  time for  reflections;  Veterans Day is  November 
11th, the anniversary of the signing of the Armistice that ended World 
War I. (Major hostilities of World War I were formally ended at the 11th 

hour of the 11th day of the 11th month of 1918 with the German signing of 
the  Armistice).  In  1954,  President  Eisenhower  signed  a  mandate  that 
legally made Nov. 11th all Veterans Day, not just World War veterans. 
Honor our veterans in your own special way on this important holiday.

It sure seems like the months are just flying by this year. Soon it 
will  be  Christmas,  then  the  2010  New Year.  The  Bradford  Landmark 
Society has been keeping itself busy as the year winds down. Getting the 
Crook Farm ready for winter is more than just closing the windows and 
taking down the flag. The water in the house must be shut off, and air 
blown through the lines so that the cold doesn't cause the pipes to split; the 
house is closed up; and the last remnants of the Crook Farm Fair are put 
away. The garden has been harvested, and the lawn mower put away for 
another year.

At the Herbig Bakery, we are busy getting ready for the Christmas 
shopping season, which is one of our best times. This year, we are having 
an Open House on December 5th, which is a Saturday. We aren't usually 
open on the weekends, but hope to have a festive crowd, shopping for 
history related gifts. We have a great selection of books and other items – 
the inside of this newsletter has a removable listing of our best and most 
popular  items.  We invite  you to  stop  on  down.  There'll  be  Christmas 
cookies, punch and music.

Personification of Autumn
(Currier & Ives lithograph, 1871)



The Bradford Landmark Society is asking you to help us

"RAI$E THE ROOF"
of the historic Crook farmhouse!

The property was purchased by the Bradford Landmark Society in 1974 and was restored to 
preserve a sample of life as it was on a small family farm at the time oil was discovered in the 
Bradford oil fields.

In recognition of our preservation 
efforts, the Crook Farm was 
designated as a National Historic 
Site by the U.S. Dept. of the 
Interior, and placed on the National 
Register of Historic Places in 1976. 
We are fortunate to have a property 
of this distinction in our area, and it 
is our duty to preserve this 
wonderful example of life in the 
Tuna Valley in the 1850s.

However, the roof of the farmhouse is now in need of repair and replacement. For years it has 
been patched and patched and patched, and the time has come to replace this 40-year-old 
shingled roof with a roof system designed to protect what we have preserved. We are currently 
asking for donations to help us maintain this historical building. Any amount that you can give 
will be greatly appreciated!

And to those who have already helped with donations:

Miss Madeline Miles, Mr. & Mrs. Dean Bauer, Mrs. Evelyn Tyler, J. A. Luciano Builders,
Crosby Marts, Pizza Napoli, E.&M. Engineers & Surveyors, Copy Connection, Bradford Auto 

Service, Worth Smith, Superuser Technology, Dresser Manufacturing, the Bradford Rotary 
Club, and American Refining Group.

Thank you so much!
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Looking for unique Christmas gifts?  

You’re invited!

Christmas Open House
Saturday, December 5th

 
10 AM to 2 PM

at the Bradford Landmark Society

  Herbig Bakery, 45 East Corydon Street

Give the Gift of History!
Fascinating books on Bradford history, DVDs of movies filmed in 
Bradford in the 1930s, 1895 lithograph of the city, paperweights, 
note cards, small wooden Cats Meow-like buildings (the Armory, 
and a complete set of the Crook Farm buildings), and Crook Farm 

coffee mugs. 

In addition, we will be featuring digital paintings of historic 
Bradford buildings and locations,
 done by local artist Lisa Duke.

Join us for Christmas cookies, punch, and other seasonal refreshments.  
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Trust Your Horse Sense!
Time for a Quiz!  It’s been awhile since we put a quiz in the newsletter, so let’s see if any of our readers are 
horse lovers.  Let’s see if you can identify the horses with their famous owners.   (we’ll list the names at the 
end, but you have to match up the right horse with the right person).  It will take real horse sense to get them all 
right!

And here are the owners.  We’ll give the correct match-ups later in this newsletter:

1.   Dale Evans
2.   Gene Autry
3.   Tom Mix
4.   Zorro
5.   General Robert E. Lee
6.   Don Quixote
7.   Roy Rogers
8.   Tonto
9.   The Lone Ranger
10.   Pancho (from The Cisco Kid)
11.   The Cisco Kid
12.    Ichabod Crane
13.   Ulysses S. Grant
14.   Hopalong Cassidy
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1. Topper ___________________________________

2. Loco  ____________________________________

3. Buttermilk ________________________________

4. Silver ____________________________________

5. Diablo____________________________________

6. Scout ____________________________________

7. Tony _____________________________________

8. Trigger ___________________________________

9. Toronado _________________________________

10. Traveller _________________________________

11. Cincinnati_________________________________

12. Gunpowder _______________________________

13. Rocinante ________________________________

14. Champion ________________________________



The Bradford Landmark Society is the perfect place to buy unique holiday gifts for all your friends and family. Whether 
it's books on local history, a Crook Farm coffee mug, an entertaining DVD of a short film produced in Bradford in the 

1930s, a parchment lithograph of the city, a cast iron Yellow Dog oil lantern, or a small "Cat's Meow" type collectible of 
the Armory, or a Crook Farm or Herbig Bakery building, our merchandise is a wonderful way to support your local 

historical society and make someone's Christmas special. We will also ship your purchase for an additional shipping and 
small handling charge. Stop in at 45 East Corydon Street, or the Main Street Mercantile to do your holiday shopping!
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Holiday Gifts
from the Landmark Society

The Dresser Mansion; the Home of Solomon Dresser, 1903-1986. by the Bradford Landmark Society,  2007.

The Dresser Mansion at 149 Jackson Avenue was the dream of Solomon Dresser, founder of Dresser Industries. 

Destroyed by fire in 1986, the mansion is still remembered as one of the finest in the oil region. This book includes 

information on Dresser's life, his family, the history of the mansion, its tragic end, floor plans, and a complete 

reproduction of the souvenir book that Dresser published following the completion of his home. 68 pages. Softcover. 

8.5" x 11". $20.00

"Historic Main Street" by Sally Ryan Costik and The Bradford Landmark Society, 2003. Devoted exclusively 

to Bradford's Main Street, the history of all fifty buildings on this historic street are covered in-depth, from "birth" 

through 2003 by means of detailed text and photographs. Black & white photos, 40 pages. Dimensions: 8.5" x 

11", Softcover, $20.00

Looking Down From Above, by Michael J. Fuoco, 2008.
A wonderful collection of aerial photographs, all taken in the 1950s and 1960s by local oil producer 
and amateur aerial photographer, Donald B. Tanner (1897-1971). Michael Fuoco has carefully 
identified each photograph in the book which covers Bradford and area buildings, factories, streets, 
and landmarks. Perfect for the hunter, the hiker, or anyone who wants to see our area from the air. 
248 pages. Softcover.
8.5" x 11". $30.00
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Around Bradford II by Sally Ryan Costik and the Bradford Landmark Society. Take a 
unique look at the history of the City of Bradford, from the early 1900s to the years 
following World War II, through the images of over 200 photographs taken from the 
collection of the city's historical society. 1998. Softcover. 128 pages. 6-1/2" x 9-1/4". 
Cost $18.00

The Bradford Oil Refinery by Sally Ryan Costik, with a foreword by Harvey L. 
Golubock, President and CEO of American Refining Group, Inc. Over 200 carefully 
chosen photographs, many from the archives of the refinery itself, tell the history of the 
world's oldest, continuously operating refinery, located in Bradford, PA. Follow the 
beginnings of Kendall Refinery in 1881, through its evolution from a small oil refinery on 
Kendall Creek to the American Refining Group's sophisticated operation of today. 2006. 
Softcover. 128 pages. 6-1/2" x 9-1/4". Cost $18.00.

Allegany Hellbender Tales by Larry Beahan. Delightful tales of the days spent camping 
in nearby Allegany State Park and discussions of the future of the park, the largest state 
park in New York State. Well illustrated with photographs of the park, bears, camping, 
cabins, and trails. 1998. Softcover. 240 pages. 6" x 9". Cost $14.95.

The Gamble for Glory in the World's First Billion Dollar Oilfield. by Linda K. Delaney.
Learn the history of the Bradford oil field and how developments from the oil boom days still 
impact the area today. Written in an entertaining style to preserve the coloful oilfield history 
of the Bradford area. 2007. Softcover. 59 pages. 7-3/4" x 7-3/4". Cost $18.95

A Collector's Guide; the Wooden, Collectible, Miniature Buildings of Bradford, 
Pennsylvania by Sally Ryan Costik and Larry Richmond. 
Bradford is a special place and nothing shows our pride in our small town more than the 
wonderful variety of the 33 different miniature, hand-crafted wooden replicas – Cat's Meow 
type – that have been created over the past 20 years. This small spiral-bound coloful book 
captures the image, the history, and the story behind each building. 2006. Softcover. 5-3/4" 
x 8-1/2". 39 pages. Cost $10.00
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It Happened in November
If all you think about in November is football, turkey, and cold weather, then you are missing one of the most  

important months in the year.  Take a look at all these “historic’ events that happened during November 
months.  The dates refer to the day that the article appeared in The Bradford Era.

• Tony Lorenzo Demaeo is taken to the penitentiary to begin his sentence of 10 to 20 years for the murder 
of Albert V. Ritchie.    November 8, 1931.

• The Saddle & Bridle Club recently purchased 25 acres between the Lafayette Fish & Gun Club and 
Lewis Run and begins work on a new riding and training quarters that will eventually be named The 
Valley Hunt Club.    November 29, 1930.  

• John Philip Sousa, bandleader, gives a performance at the high school.  November 19, 1930

• The School Board buys land for a new school building for First Ward children at the end of Hobson 
Place.  November 16, 1929.

• The Grand Theater on Main Street gets 'oral movies" - talkies – for the first time.  The movie is "Fast 
Life", a prison drama starring Douglas Fairbanks. Opened on Halloween night.  November 1, 1929.

• Bradford Water Authorities drain the reservoir to dispel rumors that contaminated water is caused by 
decomposing body of Oscar Johnson, age 70, who has been missing since spring.  People are 
complaining of illness, and many suspect that his body is in reservoir. (no, it wasn’t).  November 26, 
1928.

• Fire destroys the maple sugar and confectionary factory of Boyle & Williams on Webster Street. 
December 21, 1906.

• Brick work for the 4th story of the new Riddell House (which will be renamed the Holley Hotel, and 
then renamed again, back to the Riddell House) is well underway.  Work is also progressing at the new 
Carnegie Library.  The cutting of the large stone pillars that are to adorn the main entrance is being done 
on Congress Street.  November 13, 1900.

• Dresser Manufacturing Division stages a huge Victory Loan War Bond rally. November 1, 1945.

• UFO sighted, a triangular shaped object is seen hovering between East Main Street and Route 219 
expressway at 8:50 PM.   November 16, 1978.

• The Bradford Army Navy Supply Depot opens at 7 West Washington Street.  November 11, 1921.

• Carl Sandburg visits Bradford, gives a lecture, reads his poetry, and plays his banjo.  November 11, 
1922.

• Two more deaths from the Spanish influenza occur in the city and seven more new cases identified. 
November 14, 1918.
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• Councilman Solomon Dresser advocates the site at corner of Congress and Corydon Street as the site for 
Bradford’s new City Hall, with the city purchasing the Herbig's bakery and erecting two new buildings, 
one for city chambers and the other as a fire dept. house and lockup.   November 7, 1895.
.

• Dr. O.S. Hannum takes possession of Fairview Hospital, Degolia.  After his death, it will be renamed the 
Hannum Home.  November 1, 1946.

• Raymond F. Feura, Senior High School student, named boy of month by Lions Club.  November 9, 
1950. 

• Drivers of Bradford's two taxi companies strike (strike settled Nov. 8). November 1, 1950.

• Deer hunters swarm into county as season opens.  More than 100 deer killed on opening day.  November 
29, 1948.

• More than 350 persons attend dedication ceremonies at the new YWCA.  November 13, 1949.

• Bradford Senior High School's Debate Club wins the first prize trophy at a tournament arranged by 
Meadville High School.  November 20, 1954.

• Corning Glass Works officially opens its new High St. plant with a preview for area and visiting 
newsmen.  November 20, 1958.

• Temple Beth El, new Bradford Hebrew Congregation edifice, is formally dedicated.  November 24, 
1961.

• Karen Figler, Bradford Central Christian High School senior, is the first girl to be honored as the 
"student of the month" by the Bradford Lions Club.  November 29, 1962.

• United Fund reaches 90 percent of its $143,350 goal.  November 8, 1963.

• Zippo Manufacturing Co. announces plans for $100,000 expansion of its Congress Street  plant. 
November 7, 1965.

• The banks and savings companies of McKean County are distributing over a million dollars in 
Christmas saving funds to area residents.  November 3, 1971.

• U.S. Postal officials are studying the possibility of acquiring a parcel of land in the West Washington 
Street area of the Bradford Redevelopment Authority for construction of a new post office here. 
November 20, 1978.

• The Pennsylvania Senate fails to pass a proposal to make U.S.Route 219 a toll road from New York to 
Maryland.  November 29, 1984.

• The 9th annual ELF (Era's Less Fortunate) Fund, a joint program of The Bradford Era and Salvation 
Army, kicks off during a breakfast at the Downbeat Restaurant.  November 21, 1991.

It really did happen in November!
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We hate to lose a friend. Don’t let this be your 
last newsletter!

If the label with your name on it on the front of this newsletter has a red dot next to it, your 
membership in the Bradford Landmark Society is coming to an end.  Don’t let this be your last 
newsletter or lose a chance to be an important member of Bradford’s only historic society. 
Membership benefits are many:

• The opportunity to help support the preservation of the history of the Bradford area.
• Advance notice of programs, events, workshops, and special events.
• A quarterly newsletter, The Inkwell, outlining the news of the society and offering 

entertaining and educational articles on local history.
• Members are entitled to vote at our annual meeting, and are eligible to serve on the 

board of directors.
• Volunteer opportunities at the Herbig Bakery, or at the Crook Farm.

You can join for one year for as little as $10.00.  Please contact the Landmark Society today. 
The continued growth and development of our Society depends on the active participation of 
many people who share an interest in the rich heritage of our city.  

Or, if already a member, perhaps you would like to purchase a membership for a friend or family 
member who would enjoy receiving our newsletter.  Again, please contact the Landmark 
Society.  Thank you.  

Answers to our quiz.

Did you match the horses to their owners?  It’s not as easy as you might think. Here are the 
correct answers:

1. Topper – Hopalong Cassidy 8. Trigger – Roy Rogers
2. Loco – Pancho 9. Toronado – Zorro
3. Buttermilk – Dale Evans 10. Traveller – Robert E. Lee
4. Silver – The Lone Ranger 11. Cincinnati – Ulysses S. Grant
5. Diablo – The Cisco Kid 12. Gunpowder – Ichabod Crane
6. Scout – Tonto 13. Rocinante – Don Quixote
7. Tony – Tom Mix 14. Champion – Gene Autry
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Bradford Landmark Society
45 E. Corydon Street
Bradford, PA  16701
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